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ABSTRACT 

In September 1962, the State Board of Education 
initiated a broad annual study of the academic achievement and 
scholastic aptitude of West Virginia public schools called the 
State-Count? Testing Program. The results of this program in Region 
II West Virginia schools for 1965-66 - 1969-70 are analyzed to; 1} 
identify di^ternable trends; 2) find any significant disparities 
between results of the Testing program and the objectives of the 
Comprehension Education program; 3) provide an item analy ' ~ on 
achievement tests used in the State-County Testin or 

academic year l96g-?0« (MS) 
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A STUDY OF THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE-COUNTY TESTING PROGRAM 



INTRODUCTION 

Educational leaders in West Virginia are repeatedly seeking 
answers to the question "How good are our schools?" f he outset, 
one must recognize that this is a highly complex questio and that 
simplistic answers are neither applicable nor available. The 
answer is complex because, in essence, the quality of the West 
Virginia schools is dependent upon many components and the components 
are highly interrelated and interdependent. Some of the more obvious 
components upon which the quality of schools rest are financial 
support, policy decisions, statutory and regulatory legislation, 
facilities and equipment, quality of professional expertise residing 
within the professional staff, curriculum organization and design, 
instructional models, and the quality of the educational leadership. 

In addition, factors such as community aspiration, values, and 
attitudes are directly related to the quality of schools. The ans- 
wer to the question may be related to pupil abilities, aptitudes 
and interests. 

In attempting to provide an answer to the question, one may 
isolate and analyze various sub-systems within a total school system. 

That is, the question may be translated to "How good is our curriculum?", 
"How good is our management system?" , "How good are our teachers?", 

"How good is our transportation system?", etc. One must recognize 
that extrapolating an answer to the question, "How good are our 
schools?" from the evaluation of a highly specific sub-system is 
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a partial answer. Generally, the resu'ts of the evaluation of a 
sub-system generate questions relating to the quality of all other 
sub-systems. The only real process for arriving at the answer is 
a continuous planning, implementation, and evaluation program. 

It has been stated that the schools reflect to a large extent, 
the values, philosophy, and perceptions of the social system support- 
ing the schools. Of equal importance is the effect the schools have 
upon the social system. Since the strands of social fabric and those 
of educational process are inextricably woven into the schools, it 
becomes apparent that one must determine if the schools' curricula 
are adequately satisfying the many interfaces of education within 
the total social pattern. 

The curriculum becomes the instrument which projects educat- 
ional objectives, a body of subject matter, provisions for inter- 
action in the learning experiences, and a method of evaluation 
relative to objectives. Also included in the curriculum are control 
measures to be employed by the school system to oversee the learning 
of the pupil. Thus, the curriculum becomes a sequence of potential 
learning experiences established in the school for the purpose of 
developing the pupil, intellectually, socially and psychologically. 

Comprehensive Educational Program 

Through the leadership of the State Department of Education, 
the schools of West Virginia have "a vehicle which will provide and 
stimulate leadership in the development of a high-quality educational 
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